It appears likely that the 
federal agents around Presi- 
dential candidates will try to 
impose even tighter p/otection 
when and if open, person- 
to-person campaigning is re- 
sumed. 

Treasury officials in charge 
of Secret Service operations 
insisted yesterday that there 
would be “no other instruc- 
tions” to agents now despite 
the shooting of Alabama Gov. 
George C. Wallace. 

But they created an impres- 


sion of heightened concern by 
promptly assigning agents to 
three more candidates, and by 
stressing again publicly the 
risk that candidates take by 
moving into crowds. 

“You cannot assume that 
persons aren’t going to be sub- 
jected to the kind of thing that 
happened this afternoon,” 
Asst. Treasury Secretary Eu- 
gene T. Rossides remarked at 
a press conference last night.” 
As I’ve stated before, on the 
question of active, open cam- 


paigning, there are the risks 
involved.” 

The air of increased security 
in the government did not 
mean, officials stressed, that 
they felt security arrange- 
ments had broken down, even 
in the shooting of Wallace at 
Laurel. 

When reporters asked Ros- 
sides whether the attack on 
Wallace would lead to an in- 
crease in the number of Secret 
Service agents protecting the 
candidates, he replied: 


“It is not a question of in- 
creasing the details. The num- 
ber of persons involved would 
have made no difference in 
this kind of situation.” 

But he did volunteer that, at 
President Nixon’s direction, 
the Secret Service had extend- 
ed its protection to three not 
previously covered — Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm, 
D-N.Y., and Rep. Wilbur Mills, 
D-Ark. (Presidential Press 
Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler 



said Kennedy accepted the 
protection on a temporary 
basis.) 

Although they were not enti- 
tled to the protection under 
the guidelines set up earlier 
this spring, Rossides said the 
President is “directing us to 
move” to provide the agent 

teams. , , 

The Treasury official would 
not say how many agents 
would be assigned to each new 
candidate, nor how many had 
been guarding the other candi- 
dates up to now. He did esti- 
mate the cost, howev- 
er— $185,000 per month per 
candidate. 

Although the number of 
agents assigned to a candidate 
apparently varies, depending 
upon the kind of schedule he 
keeps from day to day, it can 
run into large numbers. 

A1 Steinaker, 19, a member 
of Gov. Wallace’s national staff 
said after the shooting yester- 
day that 105 Secret Service 
agents had been assigned to 
Wallace, in three shifts. 

The governor also has a 
cadre of Alabama state troop- 
ers as bodyguards. 

Podium Bulletproof 

Beyond this phalanx of men 
around him, Wallace has re- 
lied for protection on a large 
bulletproof podium, so tall that 
it nearly obscures him from 
his audiences. Security men 
say Wallace also had been fit- 
ted for a bulletproof vest, but 


would not wear it. 

Lt. Lloyd Jemison, one of 
Wallace’s bodyguards over the 
years, told the New York 
Times in Montgomery, Ala., 
yesterday that there had been 
“no threats at all lately” to 
the governor. “There’s been 
nothing we could check out, 
nothing,” he said. 

Jemison, who was on tempo- 
rary duty away from the gov- 
ernor^ party yesterday, said 
that the protective detail has 
“always tried to keep the se- 
curitv on the tight side. But 
the governor, he’s on the 
friendly side, you know.” 


